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State or local law consistent there-
with. 

[36 FR 9814, May 28, 1971. Redesignated at 42 
FR 32514, June 27, 1977, and further redesig-
nated at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981, as amend-
ed at 63 FR 69971, Dec. 17, 1998] 

EGGS AND EGG PRODUCTS NOT INTENDED 
FOR HUMAN FOOD 

§ 590.40 Continuous inspection not 
provided. 

Continuous inspection shall not be 
provided under this part at any plant 
for the processing of any egg products 
which are not intended for use as 
human food, but such articles prior to 
their offer for sale or transportation in 
commerce shall be denatured or 
decharacterized unless shipped under 
seal as authorized in §§ 590.504(c), and 
identified as prescribed by the regula-
tions in this part to prevent their use 
for human food. Periodic inspections 
shall be made of such operations and 
records to assure compliance with the 
Act and the regulations in this part. 

[37 FR 6657, Apr. 1, 1972. Redesignated at 42 
FR 32514, June 27, 1977, and further redesig-
nated at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981, as amend-
ed at 63 FR 69971, Dec. 17, 1998] 

§ 590.45 Prohibition on eggs and egg 
products not intended for use as 
human food. 

(a) No person shall buy, sell, or trans-
port or offer to buy or sell, or offer or 
receive for transportation in com-
merce, any eggs or egg products which 
are not intended for use as human food, 
unless they are denatured or 
decharacterized, unless shipped under 
seal as authorized in paragraphs (c) and 
(d) of this section or in §§ 590.504(c) and 
590.720(a) and identified as required by 
the regulations in this part. 

(b) No person shall import or export 
shell eggs classified as loss, inedible, or 
incubator rejects or any egg products 
which are unwholesome, adulterated, 
or are otherwise unfit for human food 
purposes, except as provided in para-
graphs (c) and (d) of this section, unless 
they are denatured or decharacterized 
and identified as required by the regu-
lations in this part. 

(c) Egg products which are unwhole-
some, adulterated, or are otherwise 
unfit for human food purposes that are 

not denatured or decharacterized may 
be exported to foreign countries for in-
dustrial use or animal food under the 
following provisions: 

(1) Authorized government official of 
the foreign country shall approve the 
importation of such products into that 
country. 

(2) The egg products shall be shipped 
under U.S. Government seal and identi-
fied as required in § 590.840. 

(3) Provisions for the control of such 
inedible product in the foreign country 
to preclude its use as human food must 
be established and approved by the Ad-
ministrator. Such control may consist 
of, but not be limited to, receipt and 
inspection by an appropriate U.S. Gov-
ernment official, an official of an ap-
proved meat, poultry, or egg products 
inspection system of the foreign gov-
ernment, or, when acceptable to the 
Administrator, a foreign government 
official including other foreign health 
authorities. 

(d) Foreign governments may peti-
tion the Administrator for approval to 
import into this country egg products 
which are unwholesome, adulterated, 
or otherwise unfit for human food pur-
poses that are not denatured or 
decharacterized for industrial use or 
animal food requirements. Such prod-
ucts shall be subject to the provisions 
of this part and other applicable laws 
and regulations for importation into 
the United States. 

[48 FR 34238, July 28, 1983] 

REFRIGERATION OF SHELL EGGS 

§ 590.50 Temperature and labeling re-
quirements. 

(a) No shell egg handler shall possess 
any shell eggs that are packed into 
containers destined for the ultimate 
consumer unless they are stored and 
transported under refrigeration at an 
ambient temperature of no greater 
than 45 °F (7.2 °C). 

(b) No shell egg handler shall possess 
any shell eggs that are packed into 
containers destined for the ultimate 
consumer unless they are labeled to in-
dicate that refrigeration is required. 

(c) Any producer-packer with an an-
nual egg production from a flock of 
3,000 or fewer hens is exempt from the 
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temperature and labeling requirements 
of this section. 

[63 FR 45675, Aug. 27, 1998] 

EXEMPTIONS 

§ 590.100 Specific exemptions. 

The following are exempt to the ex-
tent prescribed as to the provision for 
continuous inspection of processing op-
erations in section 5(a) of the Act: Pro-
vided, That the conditions for exemp-
tion and provisions of these regulations 
are met: 

(a) [Reserved] 

(b) Subject to the approval of the Ad-
ministrator as provided in §§ 590.600 
through 590.670, the processing of egg 
products without continuous inspec-
tion at any plant where the facilities, 
sanitation, and operating procedures 
are the same as are required in this 
part for official plants and where the 
eggs received or used in the manufac-
ture of egg products contain no more 
restricted eggs than are allowed by the 
official standards for U.S. Consumer 
Grade B shell eggs, and the egg prod-
ucts processed at such plant; 

(c)–(d) [Reserved] 

(e) The processing and sale of egg 
products by any poultry producer from 
eggs of his own flock’s production when 
sold directly to a household consumer 
exclusively for use by such consumer 
and members of his household and his 
nonpaying guests and employees; 

(f) [Reserved] 

(g) The processing in nonofficial 
plants, including but not limited to 
bakeries, restaurants, and other food 
processors, without continuous inspec-
tion, of certain categories of food prod-
ucts which contain eggs or egg prod-
ucts as an ingredient, and the sale and 
possession of such products: Provided, 
That such products are manufactured 
from inspected egg products processed 
in accordance with this part or from 
eggs containing no more restricted 
eggs than are allowed in the official 
standards for U.S. Consumer Grade B 
shell eggs; 

[36 FR 9814, May 28, 1971, as amended at 40 
FR 20057, May 8, 1975. Redesignated at 42 FR 
32514, June 27, 1977, and further redesignated 
at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981, as amended at 63 
FR 69971, Dec. 17, 1998] 

§ 590.105 Suspension or termination of 
exemptions. 

(a) The Administrator may imme-
diately suspend or terminate any ex-
emption under § 590.100(b) at any time 
with respect to any person, if the con-
ditions of exemption prescribed by this 
section are not being met. The Admin-
istrator may modify or revoke any reg-
ulation of this part, granting exemp-
tions whenever he determines such ac-
tion appropriate to effectuate the pur-
poses of the Act. 

(b) Failure to comply with the condi-
tion of the exemptions contained in 
§ 590.100 shall subject such person to 
the penalties provided for in the Act 
and in this part. 

[36 FR 9814, May 28, 1971, as amended at 40 
FR 20057, May 8, 1975. Redesignated at 42 FR 
32514, June 27, 1977, and further redesignated 
at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981] 

PERFORMANCE OF SERVICE 

§ 590.110 Licensed inspectors. 

(a) Any person who is a Federal or 
State employee, or the employee of a 
local jurisdiction possessing proper 
qualifications as determined by an ex-
amination for competency and who is 
to perform services pursuant to this 
part, may be licensed by the Secretary 
as an inspector. 

(b) Licenses issued by the Secretary 
are to be countersigned by the Admin-
istrator or by any other designated of-
ficial of the Service. 

(c) No person may be licensed to in-
spect any product in which he is finan-
cially interested. 

[36 FR 9814, May 28, 1971; 36 FR 10841, June 4, 
1971. Redesignated at 42 FR 32514, June 27, 
1977, and further redesignated at 46 FR 63203, 
Dec. 31, 1981] 

§ 590.112 Suspension of license or au-
thority; revocation. 

Pending final action by the Sec-
retary, any person authorized to coun-
tersign a license to perform inspection 
services may, whenever he deems such 
action necessary to assure that any in-
spection service is properly performed, 
suspend any license to perform inspec-
tion services issued pursuant to this 
part by giving notice of such suspen-
sion to the respective licensee, accom-
panied by a statement of the reasons 
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